
DEFINITION
Biotic damages comprise forest damages caused by
insects, diseases, wildlife and grazing leading to a decrease
in timber quality, rot, decay, destruction of natural
regeneration, or soil degradation, resulting in a losses of
timber yield, landscape quality, forest ecosystems and
wildlife habitat (based on FAO, 2020).

Monitoring forest area with biotic damages reveal which agents affect forest area, enabling early
detection and targeted response. It supports integrated pest and wildlife management (e.g.,
sanitation, species/site selection, deer control), and planning of salvage logging and restoration
measures. Monitoring the extent of damaged informs also timber supply, carbon accounting, and
biodiversity risk, guides adaptation planning and budgeting for forest owners and authorities, and
evaluation of effectiveness of adaptation policies and measures.
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