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	Carbon accumulates in forest ecosystems through absorption of atmospheric CO2 and its assimilation into biomass. Although the main goal of the Kyoto Protocol is to secure agreement on reducing emissions of greenhouse gases at source, it also recognises that carbon sequestration in forest ecosystems contributes to a reduction in the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Carbon is retained for long periods in forest biomass and soils. Soil organic carbon is important for several soil functions and related processes.
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